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 Before I really get into the sermon today, can I get maybe eight folks willing to come up 
to the front to participate in a cooperative game?  I am going to ask you some questions and you 
will need to talk with one another, but I promise it is nothing too personal.   

Okay, first task: can everyone please line up according to height.  Now line up in order by 
the amount of time it takes for you to get to church.  Now try, putting yourselves 
alphabetically by name of the town where you lived when you were 10.  All right 
everybody!  Let's give them a round of applause!  Thank you everyone. 
 
What did you notice about how they worked together?  Reflections, and want to get to: 

 need to communicate to get it done 
 how do we learn about process? 
 laughter? 
 What did you learn about people, for the participants, were you surprised by 

anything? 
Awesome, let's keep this in our minds, and I promise it will be relevant... 
 
 As I was working on my sermon for today, Facebook did that thing where it shows you 
pictures from your past timeline and showed me where I was two years ago this weekend.  I was 
in North Carolina, taking part in the Moral March organized by the Historic Thousands on Jones 
Street and the North Carolina NAACP along with 150 coalition partners and 80 to 100,000 
people.  They called us there to march for human rights, voting rights, and support for the most 
vulnerable in our society.  Standing on the Side of Love, our Unitarian Universalist public 
advocacy organization, and the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Raleigh organized 
approximately 1,500 Unitarian Universalists at the march. 
 Between Martin Luther King Sunday and the Sunday after Valentine’s Day, Standing on 
the Side of Love offers a program called 30 Days of Love.  This year the theme is “Towards 
Racial Justice” and it “lift(s) up the ways Unitarian Universalists and many of our partner 
organizations are building and organizing by taking bold, courageous action for intersectional 
racial justice.”1  Weekly reflections and actions are posted on their website and Facebook.  The 
first post was from Rev. Dr. William Barber who organized the Moral March in Raleigh and who 
we heard from in our reading earlier. 
 Dr. Barber is a Disciples of Christ minister, the DOC being a common ally, along with the 
United Church of Christ, in interfaith work with us.  He has been an organizer for justice his 
whole life, and lives out his faith as he was taught by his parents and grandparents.  He has a new 
book called The Third Reconstruction: Moral Mondays, Fusion Politics, and the Rise of a New 
Justice Movement, which is a memoir of his life, the history of the Historic Thousands on Jones 
Street and the Moral Mondays Movement, and his treatise on how he believes we can move 
forward to make a more just world.  This book is the UU common read for this month, so if you 
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want to talk about it with other UUs around the world, you can do that online through the UUA 
and Beacon Press twitter and Facebook pages.   
 Barber has built a coalition of people working for justice in North Carolina, and he is 
working to teach other states how to do the same.  He feels strongly that people need to work 
from where they are, with the people around them, and that building coalitions is the only way to 
be strong enough to bring about a Third Reconstruction.  The First Reconstruction was after the 
Civil War, the Second during the Civil Rights movement, a Third will confront structural 
inequalities that have grown in the last fifty years.  In many ways, this is continuing the work 
that King began before he was killed, to bring together people working on intersecting justice 
issues around race, class, and peace.  In Barber's words, “Only a fusion coalition representing all 
the people in any place could push a moral agenda over and against the interests of the powerful. 
But such coalitions are never possible without radical patience and stubborn persistence.”2   
 Barber shared a story of the beginning of the Historic Thousands on Jones Street  in 2006 
as a coalition of groups with historically different agendas.  Barber remembers: 

We started with a blank sheet of butcher paper and asked each group to write the issue 
they were most concerned about. Then, on another sheet, we asked them to list the forces 
standing in the way of what their organization wanted. We learned something important at 
that first retreat: though our issues varied, we all recognized the same forces opposing us. 
What’s more, we saw something that we hadn’t had a space to talk about before: There 
were more of us than there were of them.3 

This coalition grew into a powerful force in North Carolina politics.  Barber remembers an 
interview he did together with the president of Planned Parenthood: 

When the host asked Janet about Planned Parenthood, she said, “I’m actually here today 
to talk about voting rights.” When she turned to me as a representative of the NAACP and 
asked about voting, I said, “I’m actually here today to talk about women’s rights and 
access to health care.” This fusion coalition had brought us together, confusing old 
dividing lines and making more than one interviewer stutter as they tried to figure out 
new categories to name what was happening.”4 
 
Remember back to our game at the beginning?  It was pretty low stakes, right?  But there 

are a couple of great lessons there.  When we are working to figure things out and getting to 
know each other better, we take different roles, learn about each other's experiences, aspects of 
our self, what we have in common, what makes us laugh, and what strengths we share.  Talking 
with other people, finding out what is important to them, finding common ground and what 
stands in the way of us moving forward is something that we can practice and get better at.  We 
can grow as individuals and communities, but only when we work together. 

Unitarian Universalists can be great partners in interfaith work and coalition building, 
that's probably part of why our press published Barber's book.  Spiritually, we hold a variety of 
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theological beliefs in our congregations—atheists, theists, and everything in between.  We have 
profoundly different ideas about why and how the world works.  We are a microcosm of 
interfaith work.  We are made for it, and therefore, I believe, called to share our skills with the 
world.  We share with each other some of our most foundational beliefs and ideas and know that 
while we may not agree, as long as we remain in covenant together, we are going to be okay.   
 Do you remember the parable of the long spoons?  Can anyone tell that story for us? 

A rabbi asked God to show him what heaven and hell would be like...  (heaven 
feeding each other, hell starving without getting the spoons to their mouths) 

 Since the time of the Civil Rights Movement, people with power and influence have been 
able to convince a lot of folks that we are in hell, and that the struggle is how to find a way to 
feed ourselves with a long spoon.  But what if we realized that we are already in heaven?  What 
if we fed our neighbor?  In our tradition, most of us would agree with our Jewish and Christian 
foreparents on the moral necessity of caring for those who are in need, of loving our neighbor as 
ourself, of love and compassion.  “We need not think alike, to love alike.”  There is a separation 
of church and state in our political system, and our church, our beliefs, our faith are what inform 
our understanding of the moral imperatives of our society and how we ought to govern ourselves, 
how we understand what is right and wrong.  In Barber's words:  

We cannot allow so-called conservatives to hijack the powerful language of faith; neither 
can we let so-called liberals pretend that moral convictions are not at play in public policy 
debates. Every budget is a moral document— or it is an immoral one. We must reclaim 
moral language in the public square.5 

 
 As Unitarian Universalists, we do not share a creed, but we are united in our Principles 
and Purposes, a starting place for our spiritual work in community together.  The foundations of 
our tradition celebrating the inherent worth and dignity of all people, the goal of world 
community with peace, liberty, and justice for all and so on, will not happen without groups of 
people standing up for justice with others.  The potential of working with people who have 
different beliefs, languages, and scriptures, but who share moral ground, is bigger and more 
powerful than we can imagine.  If we find a way to feed each other, rather than struggling on our 
own, we can realize how true it is, that there are more of us, than there are of those who would 
intentionally allow suffering in order to have power over others.  We can live out our Principles, 
and through the work of talking and finding common ground with people who might be very 
different from us in beliefs and theology, we just might learn more about our own faith, find the 
language to talk about our path in new ways, and find new strength.  In the words of Joy Cowley,  

And if I go into another area 
And walk a mile or two with someone else, 
I return as a larger being. 
The love of my own road is deepened, 
The appreciation of other roads is widened, 
And I am blessed… 
 

So may it be. Amen. 
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